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CORKESPONDEXCE. 


House  of  Representatitm,  December  14,  1853. 
Mr.  L  "W.  SpnATT— 

Dkar  Sir  :  Tlie  inider?igned,  in  behalf  ot  many  membersof  the  (K'neral  Assembly  woulJ  request 
that  you  will  faTor  dieni  and  ilie  public  wiih  your  close,  full  and  philosophical  arg'unoiil  delivered 
before  the  House  last  night,  upon  the  rights  of  the  States  in,  and  the  restrictive  measures  of 
the  G-neral  Government  upon  domestic  slavery,  and  the  propriety  aud  policy  of  action  by  the 
Legislature  in  relation  thereto. 

We  are  convinced  that  the  argument  will  do  much  good  in  awakening  the  people  ef  the  State 
to  the  just  conception  of  their  rights  and  the  dangers  which  tbreaiea  the  great  iusiiiuiioii  of  the 
Sjuth. 

We  therefore  request  that  you  will  furnish  us  a  copy  for  publication. 

Very  truly  your.-«,  etc., 
J.  D.  BLAXDING,  E.  B.  llRYAy, 

J   K.  FL'RJlA.V.  J.  C.  .M.KnWN', 

GEORGE  P.  KLLIOTT,  JXO  G,  I'KK.-SLEr, 

CUARLES  ALSTON,  Ja..       "  J.  H.  BROOKS. 

ALLEN  J.  GREEN, 


Hdcse  ok  Represkntativks,  S.  C,  December  15,  1853. 

Gbstl"men  :  I  am  much  obliged  by  the  complinienfary iiaiiner  in  which  you  have  been  pleased 
to  notice  my  remarks  befure  the  House  upon  tie  subject  of  the  foreign  slave  trade.  I  tear  when 
they  are  in  prinf,  they  will  not  come  up  to  the  iinpre.-'sion  you  seem  to  have  taken  of  them,  but 
luch  as  they  are,  theywill  be  at  your  service  as  soon  as  I  cm  conipleto  a  copy. 

With  gieat  Re-[  ec«, 

I  am  Your  Obedient  Servant, 

L.  W.  SPR.^TT, 
To  Messrs.  J.  D.  Bla.ndi.no,  J   K.   Form  an,  Gkoros  P.  Elliott.  Oiiarlbs  Alston,  Allen  J. 
Gucu,  E.  B.  BuYAM,  J.  C.  McKkw.m,  JoU-n  G.  PaiiadLKY,  J.  U.  Bkooks. 


KESOLUTIONS  ON  THE  SLAA^  TRADE. 


The  following  resolutions  were  offered  in  the  House  of  Representatives,  and  were 
made  the  special  order  for  Monday  evening,  the  4th  December,  1858. 

Whereas,  there  have  come  to  be  two  sections  in  this  Union,  distinct  in  social  constitution,  and 
in  objecis  and  motives  of  legislation  ;  and  whereas,  of  these  the  Northern  section  has  come  to 
be  tlie  stronger,  and  has  moved  the  Gjvernment  to  consider  and  disturb  the  social  institutions  of 
the  Sjuth;  and  whereas,  the  S )uthern  section,  afiFected  by  the  inslitutioi  of  domestic  slavery,  is 
therein  charged  with  a  most  momentous  trust,  to  the  proper  execution  of  which  there  is  a  neces- 
sity for  an  unrestricted  choice  of  means,  and  a  field  of  unembarrassed  action  ;  be  it,  therefore, 

Resolved,  That  the  several  S.ates  of  the  South  are  of  right,  and  ought  to  be,  in  fact,  supreme 
upon  the  questions  which  affect  the  fortunes  of  domestic  slavery. 

Resolved,  That  the  measures  of  \he  General  Government  restrictive  of  the  foreign  slave  trade, 
are  in  derogation  of  this  right  and  ought  to  be  repealed. 

Re-tolved,  That  our  Sena'ors  in  Congress  be  instructed,  and  the  Representatives  from  this 
Btate  be  requested,  to  use  all  proper  efifjrts  to  procure  the  repeal  of  such  restrictions;  and  that  a 
copy  of  these  resolutions  be  forwarded  to  the  several  Southern  States  for  their  coDCurrence. 
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SPEECH. 


Mr.  Speaker: — In  advance  of  discussion  on 
the  refsoliitions  I  have  had  the  hoi'or  lo  present  ; 
—  if  they  be  di-cijs«ed,  I  would  a«k  the  indulgrnce 
of  the  Uou^e  while  I  state  a  little  more  at  length 
their  aim  and  purport. 

It  will  be  seen  that  they  do  not  propose  a 
further  iinporfation  of  foreign  slave>.  Upon  the 
propriety  of  that  measure  there  well  raay  be  a 
diversity  of  opiiiioti,  41, d  as  it  i*  a  niea.-uie  which 
will  only  come  in  question  when  the  States  of  ilie 
South  shall  be  in  a  condition  to  act  tor  them- 
selves upon  the  subject,  it  is  enough  for  the 
present  to  consider  the  importance  of  eman- 
cipating slavery  from  the  control  of  Congre.»s, 
while  we  leave  thai  question  of  ulterior  policy  to 
the  time  when  it  will  come  in  proper  order  for 
invesfigation. 

It  would  be  but  fair  to  say,  however,  that  even 
in  refeieice  to  that  ulterior  policy  I  can  have  lit- 
tle question  ;  and  that,  if  restrictions  by  the  gen- 
eral government  should  be  removed,  I  would  fei- 
tainly  oppose  this  imposition  by  the  Siate.  I  have 
long  been  convinced  that  the  foreign  slave  trade, 
and  ihnl  alone,  will  polve  the  problem  of  progress 
of  the  S  )utb ,  and  it  will  not  be  out  of  place,  per- 
haps, even  on  the  special  question  now  before 
us,  to  briefly  state  the  grounds  of  that  conviction. 
In  thefiisi  place  I  conceive  that  it  is  the  only 
road  to  political  power,  and  that  without  politi- 
cal power  there  is  no  security  for  social  and  po- 
litical lights. 

By  reference  to  the  census  returns  of  1808,  it 
will  be  seen  that  the  slave  and  hireling  States 
■were  equal  in  number  and  nearly  equal  in  popu- 
lation. Since  that  lime  no  slaves  have  come  to 
the  South  ,  but  since  that  time  6ve  millions  of  for- 
eigners have  come  to  the  North,  and  while  there- 
fore the  South  at  present  has  but  fifteen  S;ate3 
and  ten  millions  of  people,  the  North  has  seven- 
teen States  and  sixteen  millions  of  people,  and  an 
increase  of  at  least  three  hundred  thousand  per 
annum  from  abroad.  In  view  of  these  facts  it 
would  seem  certain  that  the  South  has  come  to 
be  at  the  mercy  of  the  North  in  legislation,  and 
that  these  restrictions  have  been  the  causes  of  it. 

But,  as  equality  was  lost  to  the  South  by  the 
suppression  of  the  slave  trade,  so  would  it  seem 
that  the  slave  trade  would  of  liecessity  restore  it. 
That  trade  re-opened,  slaves  would  come,  if  not  to 
the  sea-board,  at  least  to  the  western  frontier,  and 
for  all  who  come  there  would  t>e  a  direct  mcreate 


of  representation  in  the  national  legislature.— 
There  would  aUo  be  a  broadiT  base  for  the  rul- 
ing race  to  stai  d  oi-.  3,50ii.OOO  slaves,  support 
6,000,000  radsters  now.  Siill  more  would  give 
a  broader  basis  for  still  more,  and  every  slave 
that  comes,  therefore,  might  be  said  to  bring  his 
master  with  him,  and  thus  to  add  more  than 
twice  hii  political  value  to  the  importance  of  the 
South. 

But  to  political  power  there  is  a  necessity  for 
States  as  well  as  men,  and  slaves  would  quite  as 
surely  give  them  to  us.  Ten  thou-and  masters  have 
failed  to  take  Kansas,  but  so  would  not  have  failed 
ten  thousand  slaves.  Ten  thousand  of  the  rudest 
Africans  that  ever  set  their  feet  upon  our  shores, 
imported,  il  need  be,  in  B  )ston  ships  and  under 
Boston  slave  drivers,  would  have  swept  the  free 
soil  party  fiora  that  Imd.  There  is  not  an  abo- 
litionist there  who  would  not  hare  purchased  a 
slave  at  a  price  approaching  the  costs  of  impor- 
tation, and  so  purchasing  a  slave,  there  is  not  aa 
abolitionist  there  who  would  not  have  become  as 
strong  a  propagattdist  of  slavery  as  ever  lived. 
As  they  would  have  taken  Kainas,  so  if  import- 
ed freely,  would  they  take  every  lerriiory  offered 
to  the  west.  And  thus,  in  giving  States  and  pop- 
ulation to  the  south,  it  is  reasonably  certain  that 
it  is  within  the  power  of  these  rude  untu'oted  sav- 
age^ lo  decide  this  great  political  question,  to  re- 
store the  South  to  power,  and,  perhaps,  to  save 
this  Union. 

As  they  give  a  road  to  power  for  the  South, 
so  also  I  have  thought  they  give  the  only  road. 
To  an  inciease  of  power  there  must  be  popula- 
tion, and  of  such  a  populatiou  as  is  necessary  to 
extend  the  institutions  of  the  South,  there  is  no 
other  source  than  Africa.  Europeans  will  not 
come.  They  would  come  to  enterprises  in  con- 
nection with  slave  labor,  if  these  were  possible, 
but  they  will  not  come  to  corapetion  with  our 
slaves,  and  while  therefore  they  come  in  mil- 
lions to  the  North,  they  will  not  come  to  us. 
But  "^  they  should,  it  is  to  be  feared  they  would 
not  come  10  strengthen  us,  or  to  extend  slavery, 
but  to  exclude  the  slave.  If  slaves  were  abun- 
dant, there  would  be  offices  of  direction  to  which 
the  foreigner  could  come  ; — if  they  were  cheap, 
cheap  enough  to  be  employed  in  competition  with 
European  operatives  in  the  arts,  there  would  be 
opportunities  o(  cnlerprb-e  to  which  the  foreignuf 
could  come,  but  not  so  abticdaot,  aor  to  cheaj*  i 
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Ihe  hireling  o'ly  comes  to  competition  with  them     lighter  soil ;  the  means  of  living  wouM  become 


and  to  iln'ir  exclusion,  thfrefore,  and  tliu>  it  '\^, 
that  (roni  Mirvland  and  Di'laware,  and  from  the 
rorihein  coumies  of  Vnginia,  and  Iroin  Dilti- 
niore,  Rctunoiid,  Chaik'^ioii,  .M)t»ile,  N'ewO;- 
leansandS'.    Louis,  ^lave«    havo    been  driven 


nioie  abnndint  and  more  cheap ;  with  clieap 
slaves  and  cheap  suHsistence,  our  enierpiijing 
lrad-:;smeii  could  compete  with  tiade-»meii  in  other 
jecliof.**  o(  the  woild;  in-tead  of  importing  arti- 
cle?<  and  imp'emeius  lo.'  u^e,  we  could  ^^iipp  y  our- 


from  »lmo!it  all  the  employinenfB  to  which  I  selves  ;  we  could  turn  the  tide  of  tia?h  bacli  upon 
they  were  accustomed,  and  have  been  sent  in  ;  the  older  countries;  a  l.irger  population  would 
thou*andj  to  ihe  rural  districts  of  the  further  result,  —  a  larger  amount  of  produc's  and  fabrics 
Eouih.  Through  .-^nch  a  pi'pulntiori  iheie  is  no  wou'd  solicit  transportation  ;  hotels,  railroads 
road  lo  power  fnr  the  Sonili.  Without  slaves  and  steambca's  would  b.-giii  to  pay  ;  wealth  would 
enough  for  combination,  they  would  aboiiiionize  fl.)w  in  upon  a<;  —  Importance  wou  d  cnme  to  us, 
the  Sates  they  came  to  streng'hen,  ai  d  would  and  instead  of  siai. ding  as  we  now  siad,  in  pro- 
break  the  very  centres  of  our  institution.  But  |  vii  cial  aduiira'ion  of  the  Uoes  and  Vandeibilta 
griinl  the  coi-diiion  of  abui  dant  slavts  at  prices  i  of  the  Nonh  re?plendeiil  in  the  pro-peiilv  that 
lo  be  used  in  trade  and  «e  could  diawanaiiuy  has  come  upon  them  with  5,000,<i00  slaving 
of  det'endeis  from  every  S  ate  in   Enropi-.  i  foreigners,  we  oiir-elves  could  stand  up  9  ill  inoia 

As  the  fori'ign  sliive  iiad';  would  ii\ve  politi-  ^  resplendent  in  the  prosperity  to  be  poured  upoa 
cal  power  to  the  South,  so  also  would  it  give  i  us  by  the  teeming  iliousands  from  the  plaiui  of 
prosperity  aid    progress.     There  is  one  thing  at  !  Africa. 

the  Sonih,  the  importance  of  which  I  think  is  |  Tliat  this  is  not  a  visionary  speculation,  may 
rot  sulficiently  estiinatid  and  this  is  the  want  of  be  seen  from  the  rer-oids  of  our  seaboard  dis- 
cpp'Tiunity.       When  slaves   are  offered    in   our     tiJcts.      Wheti  foreign    slaves    were  inm  duced, 


markets,  iliey  ate  conipei<  d  fnr  by  planters  from 
the  Sou  li  and  West.  To  us  they  me  woith 
whit  the  lines  of  business  open  to  them  here, 
wi  I  juitify;  to  planters  from  the  S  nitli  and  West, 
they  are  woiih  the  pi  ice  that  i-  j  isiified  by  eight 
bules  of  Cotton  per  annum,  at  fil  y  doilars  pei  b  ile. 
A'  such  piicis,  they  can  hardly  be  employed  on 
lighter  lands  in  the  older  States;  at  sueh  pric»-s, 


the  rural  parishes  tif  C  arleston  district  were 
the  brightest  spots  in  all  America.  T.ik^cn  from 
the  mat ts  of  Charlestoti  to  the  laids  ai'jacent, 
t'ey  gave  to  every  thing  they  touclii:d  the 
spring  of  progress .  Fiom  the  labour  of  one 
year,  came  as  many  more  the  next.  They  gave 
drainage  to  the  hmd,  cultivation  lo  the  :-oil,  and 
provisions  in    ubundance    to  the    artisans    and 


the>  can  never  be  employed  by  tradesmen  in  com-  .  operatives  of  the  city.     The-e,  in  turn,  with  labor 


peniion  with  pauper  labour  elsewhere.  The 
higher  prici.'s  ol  labour  raise  the  price  of  pro- 
■vi^ions  upon  arii.-ans  and  operative-.  That  sill 
mote  ii  crea-e-i  the  charges  upon  mechanical  em- 
plcyinenis;    there    thus  comes  to  be  no  margin 


Bi  d  provi>ion3  cheap,  struck  boldly  out  Upon 
the  fif-ld  of  coiiipeiiiion.  Leather  was  tanned, 
c'oih  was  njanulactiin  d,  shoos,  hats,  clothes, 
and  implements  were  made  I'T  consumption  and 
for  export.     The    town   advanced  ;  the    country 


between  the  co-ts  of  labour  and  the  vahie  of   its     prospered;  swamps    were  leclaimed;  man-ions 


products, — and  no  opportunity,  therefore,  in  oi- 
do  aiy  lines  of  busine-s.  Without  si.ch  oppoi- 
tuni'.y,  there  is  no  advancement  in  popniaiion  ; 
without  ailvaiiC' nient  in  population  theie  is  no 
piotii  in  lines  of  Railr<  ads  aid  Sean  boats  ;  no 
iiiCrease  in  the  value  of  lands  and  other  peima- 
nent  property,  and  so  it  is  therefore,  that  beyond 
the  cultivation  of  the  soil  and  the  sale  and  tians- 
portation  ol  !is  products  to  a  fme  gii  niaiket,  it  ii 
Laid  to  -ay  what  business  there  is  in  which  enter- 
prise and  capital  can  be  invested  with  the  certain- 
ty ol  success  ;  and  while  we  teem  »iiU  enierpri.'-e, 


ro-e  ;  avenues  were  plained;  plea-^ure  grounds 
laid  out;  cimmeice  ^tutted;  ^hips  sailid  to 
every  quailer  of  the  woiid;  pai:.<h  cl'iirches 
in  impos'iig  styles  of  architecture  were  eiected  ; 
and  spots  more  piogres-sive,  and  more  true 
10  the  piinciples  of  religion,  and  more  warm- 
ed by  hospitality  were  never  seen  than  the 
town  and  parishes  of  Charleston  Di-trici.— 
But  upon  the  suppression  of  ihat  trade  their 
splendors  watied  ;  their  glories  departed  :  pro* 
giess  left  them  for  the  Xorih;  cultivation  ceased; 
the  swamp-*  returned  ;   mansions  became  tenant* 


while  we    pour  ri    hons    inio  undertakings  that  less    and  roofless;  values  fell;  lands  that  sold  for 

never  pay,  and  at  the  call  of  public  spirit,  ate  ready  -f  50  per  acre   now  sell  for  less  than  $5;  chuichea 

to  pay  many  millions  more,  we  do  not  stagnate,  as  aie  abandnned,   trade  no    longer  pmsecuted — of 

iscom|ilacently  asserted  by  holiday  economists,  for  twenty  lanyaids,  not  one  remaitis--of  shoes,  hats 

tlie  reason  that  we  have  not  enterprise,  or  fail  (or  and  implements  of  industry  once  put  upon  the 

the    reason    that   we   are    siinpletoiis  and   slug-  trade  of  foreign  towns,  none  now  are  put  upon  our 

gards,  but  we  stagnate  for  the  want  of  opportunity,  own;  and  Charleston,  which  was  once  upon  ihd, 

and  we  tail  lor  the  reason,  tfiat  ive    have    hoped  road  from  Europe  to  the  X  irth,  now  stands  aside, 

against  h"pe,  and  have  staked  our  furtunes  upon  and  while  once  '.he  metropolis  ol  America,  is  now 

the    achievement  of  success,  where  success  was  ihe  uncon.-idered  seaport  of  a  tributary  province. 

never  pos  ible.  .iuch  are  the  elT.cts  of  tlie  foreign  slave  trade  a4 

This  slate  of  (acts  would  be  altered  by  the  for-  exhibited  in   the  history  o(  C.iailerton    District. 

eign  slave  trade.     The  slaves  that  come,  could  The  expeiience  of  that  Distiict,  lo  a  gieaier  or 

be  puichased   ai  the  co-ts  of   imponition.      At  a  less  extent,  has  been  the   expeiience  of  other 

Buch  prices,  they  could  fiud  empljjiueat  ou  our  [  sectiousof  our  Southern  seaboard,  and  this  would 


■» 


seem  to  be  conclusive  upon  thequepiion  whether 
that  trade  would  oace,  agaiu,  give  progress  lo  the 
Souih. 

So,  also,  is  there  reason  to  believe  it  would 
give  integrity  lo  the  social  coti«iituti(in  of  liie 
South.  There  are  now  3,500,000  eiavei  to6,- 
000,000  nia-!ier9,  and  tliiis,  therefore,  there  are 
8,000,000  mariters  wlihoui  elnves.  Tiieae,  it  i^ 
8aid,  will  be  true  to  the  Soutli;  and  so  llicy  will 
be.  If  .xlavery  be  hii  evil,  "  the  ulcer  is  at  lea-t 
their  own,  and  they  will  let  no  oiIums  scruicli  it." 
So.  al-io,  they  w)iild'ni)t  let  it  be  aboiislit'd,  for 
they,  ton,  would  nliare  in  (he  ruin  ot  \U  aboli- 
tion. But  while  there  i-^  not  a  white  man  who 
would  not  owji  a  s  nve  if  he  cnuld — and  if  (here 
were  f^laves  at  iinponer'^  prices,  there  is  scarce'y 
a  white  man  wlio  could  not  if  he  would — yet  if 
he  cannot  do  SO,  and  at  present  price.*  many  can- 
not ;  if  (orced  to  woik  in  competition  with  the 
slave  fiom  the  inab  lily  to  get  above  him,  (here 
is  no  sinjile  while  man  who  will  not  feel  the  in- 
eiinct  of  repiiNion — wlio  will  not  use  tiia  fran- 
chise to  widen  his  pphere — who  will  not  elbow 
slaves  from  employments,  railier  than  be  el- 
bowed from  employments  by  slaves;  and  ihus  it 
js,  that  they  have  driven  ihem  from  Xorihern 
States  to  tlieSnith — thus  it  is,  that  ihey  have 
driven  them  from  the  larger  cities  of  the  Sou'h 
to  the  coun'ry — thus  it  i-<,  thai  lliey  feel  them- 
selves,  and  will  force  the  L?5islaiure  to  acknow- 
ledge, that  there  is  a  differ ence  between  free  la- 
bor and  slave  labor — and  thus  it  is,  and  must  be, 
that  uniil  E  iiopia  be  ciloniz-'d,  mtn  will  ever 
act  from  the  centre  of  his  own  iud.vidual  inter- 
est. To  hi  clear  of  this,  there  must  be  no  con- 
flict of  inteiest-; — no  class  in  competition  with 
our  slaves.  There  would  be  no  such  class,  if 
there  were  slaves,  at  prices  low  enough,  for  every 
line  of  business.  Such  as  might  be  imported 
would  be  so  cheap  ;  and  it  is  thus,  therefore, 
that  ihe  foreign  slave  trade,  to  every  human  ap- 
preiiensioii ,  would  harmonize  di~cordaul,  itiler- 
csis,  and  lesioie  integriiv  the  most  perfect,  to 
the  social  i-ysiem  of  the  Smth. 

In  view  of  these  consideraiions,  then — in  view 
of  the  ■••ssurance  ih  it  the  slave  trade  would  restore 
political  power  lo  ihe  S  »uih  ;  that  it  would  give 
projrre-s  to  the  S)uih  ;  ihai  it  would  restore  in- 
tegiiiy  to  the  social  system  of  the  South  ;  I  am 
free  to  confess  .that,  for  my  own  pa"-!,  I  would 
be  willing,  as  a  mere  measure  of  policy,  to  re- 
Open  and  legitimate,  at  on:;e,  the  foreign  slave 
trade. 

iiiit  there  is  another  consideration,  apart  from 
the  praciicil  operation  of  that  measure,  which, 
in  my  opinion,  renders  it  necessary  that  theSouih 
shall  lake  a  decided  stand  upon  it;  And  it  is  a 
con^-ideration  which,  I  trust,  will  address  itself  to 
all  who  leel  for  the  honor  and  impur.ance  of  the 
S'lmli,  whatever  may  be  their  cuiviciions  as  to 
tlio»e  ultiniHte  results  to    wiiich  I  have  alluded. 

This  Union  i- a  dein  icracy .  01  iha',  1  pie- 
Pume,  (here  is  liiile  que.siioii .  It  is  a  demouracy 
in  name,  and  I  suppose  there  are  uoue  to  doubt 
but  thai  it  id  ali>o  a  dumuciucy  iu  uatiue.     lu  iact, 


the  social  principle  that  triumphed  in  the  revolu- 
tion was  simply  this,  that  "Kgnnlily  ig  the  right 
of  jrntn  ;"  and  it  is  veiy  ceriuin  that  ihi-  Union, 
as  a  whole,  has  been  at  little  pains  lo  disaffirm 
it.  It  entered  the  Coii.>-liiuiioii  of  our  pres-eiit 
governmei.i — it  declared  the  law  that  mnjoriiiea 
fhall  govern — that  suffrage  shall  he  univer.-'al — 
that  all  offices  shall  be  elective,  and  that  all  re- 
strictions on  individual  liberty  slmll  be  removed. 
It  was  at  ihe  diciare  of  ihi-  piinciple  that  (iie 
word  slave  was  not  admitted  in  the  Consiitiiiioii — 
that,  in  1794,  a-<  fat  as  we  could,  we  proh'bited 
the  Iraiis^poriation  of  t^laves  from  one  foreign 
country  to  anoihei — iliat,  in  1808,  we  prohibited 
ihf  imroduciion  of  slave-*  lo  this  couniry — ihar, 
in  1S19,  we  sent  armed  ship.s  tociuise  against 
the  slave  (lade — ihat,  in  182i),  we  made  ii  piracy 
to  engage  in  it — that,  in  1820  al*o,  we  resuicied 
slrtveiy  to  the  regi  >n  south  of  36.30 — that,  in 
1842,  we  joined  E  .glaml  in  a  maritime  cru-ade 
MgaMsi  ii,  and  that,  in  1850,  we  cleati?ed  ihe  na- 
(loiitl  capiiol  of  ihe  pol.u  ion  of  that  execrable 
traffic.  It  is  also  under  the  influence  of  this 
principle  that  Abolition  petiiions  have  come  to 
Congress — ihai  we  rejoice  when  European  peo- 
ple cut  the  ihroats  of  their  rulers,  and  (hat  gen- 
t  e-heaf-led  dames  and  damsels,  in  shedditig  tears 
and  Ink  upon  the  ciiines  aiid  horrcMS  of  the  age, 
see  no  single  thing  so  deeply  deploiaL)le  as  the 
crime  and    horror  of  man's  dominion  overman. 

Bill  while  this  Union  is  a  democracy,  ihe  ■ 
South  is  not  a  demociacy.  It  is  so  in  iis  ex- 
ternal character,  and  so  in  eeniiment  perhaps, 
lor  there  are  very  many  of  u-  who  yet  syiiipa- 
ihise  in  the  feeling  that  egunliti/  is  the  right  of 
man,  but  in  its  social  condition  the  South  is  not 
a  democracy.  Oa  the  contrary,  it  is  perhaps 
the  purest  form  of  aistocracy,  the  world  has 
ever  seen.  Elsewhere,  aristocracies  have  been 
forced  a  id  artificial,  here  it  is  natural  and  ne- 
cessary, and  the  cases  are  as  rare  as  comets,  that 
i  :d'Viduals  of  the  one  clu~s  have  passed  into  the 
other.  The  principle  that  equaliiy  is  the  right 
of  mm,  is  true  to  tii  e'leiit,  and  lo  tiiat  extent 
we  liave  adopted  it.  It  is  true  that  men  of  (he 
same  race  are  equal,  and  tiiey  are  not  divided, 
therefore,  by  any  p  ilnical  diJlinctious.  Bui  it 
is  not  true  that  men  of  all  races  are  equal.  It 
is  not  true  tliat  tlie  negro  is  the  equal  of  the 
wliite  man.  He  has  never  been  able  lo  rear  a 
structure  of  civilizaiioti  in  his  native  land;  ha 
ha-i  not  been  able  to  sustain  the  siiucture  pre- 
pared for  him  in  (he  West  Indies  ;  he  has  not 
been  able  to  stand  up  lo  the  structure  sustained 
over  liim  at  the  North,  and  neither  in  his 
native  land  or  in  a  foreign  land,  in  a  sav- 
age or  a  civilized  coudiiion,  has  he  ever 
been  able  to  illuminate  one  living  truth  with  the 
rays  of  genius.  Not  so  equal,  he  has  not  been  ad- 
mitted loan  equaUiy.  lie  has  not  been  foicedto 
a  po-mion  which  nature  has  fitted  liim  toclaim. 
Tiic  S  )alh  ha-  been  content  lo  act  rather  on  fact 
(han  theory.  She  ha-  a-stgned  him  to  his  true  cou- 
diiion— she  has  inexorab  y  held  bini  to  it,  and  ia 
doiiig  60,  she  bus  auuouBced  iu  social  practic«,  v^ 
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despite  the  teachin^q  of  philanthropy,  what  I] 
now  would  have  her  procldim  lo  the  world,  thai  I 
"  equal'lij  M  7KJt  the  rjhi  of  inim,  but  id  the  ; 
right  of  iqnala  only"  i 

S  icii  beii-;^  tlie  social  attitude  of   the  South,  I  ; 
irould  Hsii  wheilier   we   siiuU   not    afrirm  it  and  ' 
procUim  it  ?  ad  whet  ler  it  is  not  now  the  time,  | 
and  this  ihe  occasion,  upon  which  we  ?h.<uld  de- 
mand of  the  general   givernmont.,  tlie  recigni- 
tioii  of  our  rigtii  to  be  supreme  upon  the  ques- 
tions which  aliVct  il?  | 
Shall  we  not  alHrm  it?     And  why  f^hall  we  not  ' 
ailirm  il  ?     Is  il  fur  the  reason  thai  deii'icrjicy  is 
r>iu  ?     There  is  one    sen>e  in  whicii  il  raiy  be 
right.     Il  is  right,  where  one  necMon  of  a  people 
is  elevated  above  anotlier  by  poliiicil  di-tlniciions, 
merely, that  those  diTiiii.ctions  -iiiou'd  be  di)rie  aw.iy 
with.     It  was  rig'ii  thai  the  di-itinoiions  between 
tlie    Plebetaii   and  Patrician    should  have  given 
way  ill  RiMue;  that  ihe  vas.-ai  should  have    risen 
to    the  level    of  (he  lord    in  France,    and    it  i< 
right,    peihaps,  that  the  Commons   should    ad- 
vance upon  the  heiediiary  peers  of  England,  and  ' 
tell  them  ever,  as  upon  the    passage  of  llie  re-  j 
form  bill,  ihat  they  must  pass  their  meafure-",  or  ' 
that  the  king   s^hould  make  a    hou-'e  of  lords  to  , 
pass  llieni;  aiid  soil  is  right,  perhaps,  thai  peer 
and  peasant,  of  the  same  race,  and  with  no  d  ffer-  ! 
ence  in  uaiurai  ability  to  distinguish  them,  should 
Come  at  lengih  to  the    same  horizontal  plane  of 
a  d^.mi)craey.     It  is  right,  at  least  in  this,  thai 
il  is  natural  and  necessary  that  it   should  be  so. 
Bat  is  the  social  condition  that  results  fuiin  thai 
democratic  plane  a  thing  lobe  commended?     Lee 
tiie  inquirer  look  at  the  fearlul   vibrations  from  ; 
anarchy  to  dfsponsm  in  Rome.     Lit  him  look  at 
the  rivers  of  b.ood  that  flowed  from  free  and  equal 
France  alot^g  the  streets  of  Paris.     Let  Lira  look 
at  ihe  brigaiidnge  that  rules  in  Mexico.    Let  him 
look  at  tlie  fearlul  portents  at  ihe   North.     L^t 
him    look  at    the  prosiraMou  of  all    that  is  ele- 
vated;— at   the  rise  of  all  that  is  low.     Let  him 
look  at  ihe  reptiles  th  it  cr.iwl  from  the    sinks  oi 
vice  to  brandish  their  foik'.'d  tongues   about  the 
pillars    of    the    capitol  ;    at    tlie    bands    of    pa- 
ti  lots  that  march  the  streets  of  New  York   with 
banner.!  in-cribed  with  'liberty"  on  one  side,  "we 
will  have  biead"  upon  the  other,  and  then  say, 
Tviiether,  if  equality  beiudeedihe   righiofman, 
there  be  not  condiiions  in  it  (hat  render    it  illu- 
Bory,    and  whether  inequalities  of   some  sort, — 
whether  dstinci  social  oid.'rs,  no  matter  how  ob- 
jectionable in  theory — are  uoi  of  uecessiiy  in  so- 
cial practice. 

Is  il  for  the  reason  slavery  is  wrong,  that 
we  are  not  to  atfirm  our  attitude?  That  ihe 
slavery  of  one  man  to  another  no  better  than 
hi  list  If,  is  wrong,  may  be  admitted.  Ii  i3  a. con- 
dition thai  can  only  be  maintained  by  force,  and 
no  condition  mny  be  righ;  when  force  is  neces- 
Bary  to  sustain  ii.  Bui  is  the  slavery  of  ihe 
negro  10  the  wiiite  man  wi  ong  ?  To  that  as  little 
foice  is  iifcessary  to  hold  oil  and  water  ai  unequal 
levels.  Ii  it  of  iiijuiy  to  the  negro  ?  I  venture  to 
affirm  that  uo  negrocd  that  were  ever  buru,  have 


been  so  blessed,  in  themselves  and  their  po«ter;tr, 
as  the  4(jO,000  Africans  imported  10  this  coiiii'iv. 
Is  it  of  injury  to  the  whiie  man?     I  venture   Cv> 
alKrm  that  there  are  no  men,  at   t;ny  point  ui>>>i\ 
the  suif.iceof  this  earth,  ?o  favored  in  their  lot, 
so  elevated  in  their  natures,  so  just  to  thi-ir  du- 
ties, so  up  to  the  emergencies  and  so  ready   l'.<r 
the    trials  of  their    lives,  as  are  the    6,u0t),OOa 
masters  in  the   Southern  Staler.     Is  ii  of  injury 
to  society?     Li  every  state  of  society  that  is  ar^ 
tificial — and  all    are    artificial   where  classes  aro 
placed   ill  unnatural  relatii)Vis    to   eacii    other — 
there  must  be  collisions  of  conflicting  intere-il:*, 
and  ihe   throes  of  an    irregula'ed  nature.     It   i« 
so,    that    social    revoluiions   have  disturbed  iho 
constitution    of  almost   every  nation.      Il  is  so, 
that  the  props  of  social  order  have  been  sttickeu 
down  in  France,  and  ii  is  so,  that  democracv  ad- 
vances   upon  the   conservatisms    of  every  Euro- 
pean Constitution.     But   from  this  source  of  evil 
the  >lave  society  is  fi  ee  ;  thei  e  can  be  no  mai  cli  of 
slaves  upon  tlie  ranks  of   masters  ;  they  ha\e  nu 
reachiiigs  lo  a  higher  sphere  ;   there   is   no   con- 
ies' of  c  asses  tor  the  same   position  ;  each  is  in 
its   order  balanced,  and   I  have    a  perfect  confi- 
dence that  wht"n  Frajce  >liail  fall  agiin  into  iha 
deliiium    of  liberty — when   the  peeiagt;  of    Inifj- 
land  shall  have  yii'Ided  to  the  masses — when  tie- 
mocracy  at    the   No: th  shall  hold    its  carnival— 
when  all  thai  is   pure  and   noble  shall  have  boon 
dragged    down  —  ivhen    all   that   is  low  and  vil« 
shall  Have  mantled  to  the  surface — when    wonim 
shal;  ha^e  taken  the   places  and  habiliments   of 
man,  and    man  shall    have  taken  the  places    and 
habiliments  of  woman — when  Free  Love  union* 
and  phalansteries   shall  pervade  ilie  land — when 
the  sexes  shall  consort  without  the  resliaints  of 
marriage,  and  when   youths  and  maidens,  diunk 
at  noon-day  and  half-naked,  shall  reel  ab.mt  iho 
market  places,   the  South  will  stand    serene  and 
j  ereci  as  she  stands  now, — the  .slave   will  bo  le- 
i  strained  by  power,  the  master  by  ihe  iiusts  ol  a 
superior    position, — she    will    move   on   with    u 
measured  dignity  of  power  and  progress  as  con- 
spicuous as  it  is  now  ;  aud  if  tliere  be  a  liopiiloi- 
the   North — a  hope  that   she  will    ever  ride  the 
waves  of  bottomless   perdition   that    roll  around 
!  her — it  is  in  the  fact  that  the  Sjuth  will  stand  by 
j  her  and  will  leud  a  helping  hand  to  rescue  aud  lu 

save  her. 
I      Why,    then,    shall    we   not   affirm   and   pro- 
!  claim  the  nature    of  our  insiilulion?     And  why 
j  not  demand   of  the  government  the  recognition 
'  of  our  right  to  be    snpieme  upon  this  question  ? 
\  Is  it  that  such  legislation  does  not  ii  jure  us?     It 
may  be  that  to  some,  it  not  to  all,  the  Southero 
States,  there  would  be  material  advantage   in  a 
further  importation  of  slaves.     To  su.;h  this  leg- 
islation is  an  injury.     It  may  be    that  a  fuitlier 
importation  of  slaves  would  give  poliiicai  power 
to  the  Souih  ;  and  to  the  Souih,  therefore,    this 
legislation  isoii  injuiy.     Buiadmitihat  to  luMiher 
is  there   i-uch  a  requisition,  and    siill  these  Acta 
are  of  irreparable  wrong  and   injury.     Tliey  are 
wrong  iu  that  the;  ar»   the  ceiisuitt  ot  the  (iov- 


•rnment,  of  which  we  are  an  equal  p«rty ;  and 
an  injury  in  the  fact  that  they  are  a  brand  upon 
our  iastilurion.  The  tpread  of  slavery  may  be 
wrong,  and  therefore  the  Missouri  Compromise ; 
but  ilavery  itself  muni  be  wrong,  when  the  ships 
and  seamen  6f  our  country  are  kept  npou  the 
eeas  to  preclude  the  means  to  its  formation.  By 
no  dexteriiy  can  we  dodge  the  logical  accuracy 
of  this  conclusion.  We  may  show,  as  we  can 
Bhow,  that  this  union  of  unequal  races  is  right; 
that  it  exhibits  the  best  form  of  society  the  world 
has  ever  seen;  that  it  exhibits  order  and  the  se- 
curities of  order;  that  it  has  raised  the  savage 
to  an  agency  in  civilization  ;  that  it  has  given  the 
ruling  race  a  higher  point  to  start  from  in  its 
reach  to  nobler  objects — still  the  mind  will  fol- 
low the  wrong  to  its  results  ;  still,  it  the  trade 
be  piracy,  the  slave  is  plunder;  if  it  be  a  crime 
to  take  him,  it  is  a  crime  to  keep  him  ;  and  sense 
and  reason  tell  us  we  abandon  slavery,  when 
We  admit  a  wrong  in  the  means  to  iis  formation. 

Why,  then,  shall  we  not  demand  the  repeal  ol 
the*e  restriciions?  Is  it  that  it  will  precipitate 
an  issue?  That  is  the  one  thing,  perhaps,  the 
ino8t  devou'ly  to  be  wi.-hed  lor.  The  contest  is 
impending  and  inevitable,  unless  we  shall  escape 
it  in  submission.  The  North  has  seventeen 
States  and  sixteen  million  people;  the  South  has 
fifteen  States,  and  but  ten  million  people ;  the 
North  has  thus  the  power  of  legislation,  and  she 
has  shown  that  she  will  use  it;  she  has  used  it 
already  to  the  limits  of  endurance;  she  enter- 
tains petitions  to  abolish  slavery;  she  has  put  re- 
strictions on  the  slave  trade;  she  has  fixed  limits 
to  the  spread  of  slavery;  she  has  prohibited  the 
trade  in  slaves  within  the  limits  of  the  Capitol ; 
she  has  made  an  effort  to  grasp  the  helm  of  gov- 
ernment; ehe  is  marshallmg  her  forces  lor  an- 
other grasp  in  1860 ;  she  proscribes  the  men  who 
will  not  literally  carry  out  her  evil  edicts;  and 
thus,  therefore,  there  is  revealed  already  the 
power  and  purpose  of  oppression.  But  it  is 
more  important  still,  that  there  is,  of  that  aggres- 
sion, the  necessity.  The  proclivities  of  power 
are  certain  and  resistles!).  It  runs  to  oppression 
as  naturally  and  necessarily  as  waters  flow  or 
sparks  fly  upwai  ds.  No  logic,  no  policy,  no  feel- 
ing, can  avert  it.  Its  leaders,  so-called,  are  as 
powerless  to  control  it  as  the  reeds  the  current 
upon  which  they  float.  It  is  true,  they  may  see 
the  precipice  and  may  recoil  from  the  verge,  but 
only  to  be  trampled  by  the  mass  that  plunges 
alter ;  and  we  must  stem  the  current,  or  we  must 
erect  political  barriers  against  it.  If,  then,  it  is 
our  purpose  to  preserve  the  fortunes  and  the 
form  of  that  sc-ciety  an  Eternal  Providence  has 
committed  to  our  keeping,  the  issue  is  inevitable, 
and  wise  and  prudent  men  must  own  (he 
sooner  it  is  made  the  better.  The  power  and 
patronage  of  the  Government  are  already  in  the 
hands  ol  our  antagonists,  and  every  hour's  delay 
but  strengthens  them  and  wears  away  from  us 
the  nerve  and  spirit  of  resistaiice. 

Then  why  not  now  demand  repeal  f  Is  it  for 
the  reason  that  it  is  not  policy  to  import  more 
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slaves?  If  eo,  we  will  not  import  them.  The 
several  Southern  S'ates  can  decide  that  qiies  ion 
for  themselves.  If  Texas,  with  her  broad  do- 
main, may  want  them,  she  may  admit  thetn  ;  if 
we  may  not  want  them,  we  may  exclude  them. 
It  is  not  now  policy  to  admit  the  introduction  of 
free  negroe«,  and  we  now  exclude  them  without 
an  Act  of  C  mgres-".  So,  also,  could  we  exclude 
the  slave.  Is  it  that  it  would  not  be  right  to  im- 
port them?  If  so,  are  we  not  able  to  restrain 
ourselves?  Must  we  have  aid  of  Coogre^s  to 
keep  us  from  the  wrong?  Is  that  Congress  more 
wise,  more  prudent,  more  virtuous,  than  our- 
selves? I>)  they  know  better  than  we  do  what 
is  honest  and  becoming?  And  are  we  willing  to 
confess,  not  only  that  our  slaves  are  plunder,  and 
that  they  come  to  us  through  piracy,  but  that 
such  is  our  state  of  helplessness  and  degradation 
if  it  were  not  for  the  General  GjvernmeMt,  we 
would  rush  again,  with  inebriate  alacrity,  to  the 
Criminal  indulgence?  But  say  that  no  Southern 
State  may  want  them,  or  may  ever  want  them — 
say  even,  that  it  may  be  wrong  to  import  them — 
and  yet  is  it  of  extreme  ituportance  that  we 
should  be  supreme  upon  this  question.  The 
power  assumed  by  the  General  Government  to 
legislate  upon  this  subject,  if  supreme  above  the 
States,  will  be  as  supreme  at  some  other  lime  to 
force  them  in,  as  it  is  now  to  keep  them  out; 
and  will  any  say  that  it  is  safe  and  right  to  be 
upon  both  questions  at  the  mercy  of  the  General 
Government;  that  when  the  South  shall  be  re- 
duced to  the  condition  of  a  conquered  province  — 
when  manliness  and  independence  shall  have  left 
us — when  literature  and  fashion  shall  have  fol- 
lowed to  the  North — when  there  will  be  no  hope 
of  political  power  from  a  further  importation  of 
slaves — no  assurance  that  we  will  have  the  phys- 
ical ability  to  control  them,  to  our  own  security 
and  order — that  then  it  will  not  be  of  interest  to 
the  North  to  force  them  in,  and  that  then  it  will 
not  be  of  the  very  last  importance  to  the  South 
to  keep  them  out.  If  this  be  so,  it  is  now  time 
for  the  South  to  determine  whether  she  will  be 
mil  jura  upon  this  vital  subject,  and  if  not  pre- 
pared to  hold  our  institution  at  the  mercy  of  the 
North,  it  is  now  the  time  to  strike  for  indepen- 
dence. 

Is  it  for  the  reason  that  the   North  will   not 
yield  to  our  demands?    This  is  not  to  be    as- 
sumed.    It  is  true   the  North    will  not  allow  the 
South  a  road  to  power  if  she  cau  help  it.     But  it 
must   be  remembered   that  the  existence   of  the 
North  depends  upon  the  Union.     Her  every  in- 
terest is  parasitic.     Her  cities  are  dependent  on 
the  Sjuth  for  custom.     Her  factories  are  depend- 
ent on  the  South  for  a  market.   They  would  have 
our  trade  and  custom  upon  their  own  terms;  but 
ihey  must  have  them:    without 'them  their  fac- 
tories would  fail  and  is'ew  York  would  be  shriveled 
to  the  dimensions  of  a  common    town.     If   the 
S>uth    were   independent   they  could  not  have 
them  ;  the  S^uth   would  trade  direct  to  foreign 
countries;    upon  foreign  fabrics  she  would  exact 
so  higher  dutiea  than  on  iJabhca  from  the  Norlt. 
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If  the  factories  of  the  North  can  barely  sfand  now,  1 
whe(i    pr  lected    by  aa  average    impost  duiy    of  ^ 
tweniv-tive  percent.,  they  could   not  then  s'and 
under  si:ch  a  couipeiit-oii  ;   and  ihe  stake,  there- 
fore, is  one  of  existence,  which    the  Xoitli    can 
never  ri:-k  on  such  a  venture.     The  Xorth  would 
p>eserve  doiuinion,  but  it  is  imperative  upon  her 
lo  preserve  the  Union.   The. madness  of  the  North  [ 
increases,  and  the  time  may  come  when  consid-  ' 
eraiioiis  ot  inteiest  even  will  not  control  her  ac- 
tion ;    but   it  has   not    come   yet — and  now  I  be- 
lieve that  there  is  not  a  d'.'mand  to   be    m:ide  by  ' 
the  South,  no   matter  how    exuavag^nt,  whicli,  ' 
if  made   as    the   condition  of  this  l^iion,  would 
not  be  accepted  by  the  North.  i 

But  say  ihat  it  is  so.  t-ay  that  though  we  re- 
pudiate lestriciioiis  on  the  silave  trade,  and  de- 
mai:d  the  repeal  of  them,  the  Xortl)  shall  not  as- 
sent to  it.  Then  ao  issue  will  have  been  made,  ; 
and  if  not  conceded,  it  is  possible  the  South  may  i 
be  forced  to  the  intri^pidity  of  acting  tor  herself 
upoti  the  subject.  But  if  tiot,  she  will  at  least 
have  put  hei.-elt  ri4ht  upon  the  recoid.  S.ie 
will  have  averted  the  repioach  of  bein^  a  party 
to  the  censure  of  her  own  insiiiutions — of  con-  ' 
curring  iu  tier  own  coiidemnation — of  mea:ily 
pr;ic!i.'ing  what  she  does  not  dare  to  preach — of 
holding  to  the  world  a  sentinitent  which  in 
every  ae;ioii  of  her  life  ^he  contradicts — ai.d  it 
is  lime  that  she  should  do  so.  It  is  time  that  we 
should  -peak  out  like  men  u()0n  this  euhjfCt.  If 
we  practice  slavery,  let  us  avow  it — let  us  own  it 
as  a  riijht,  lather  than  allow  i',  to  be  imputed  as 
a  wrong — lei  us  demand  of  our  coiiiraoii  G  iv- 
ernmeiit  that  it  will  depart  trom  the  office  uf  di  •- 
crimination,  and  let  us  bare  mir  iii«utuiions  in 
their  pioper  aspect  and  condition  to  the  world, 
or  let   us   bury  them. 

Is  it  for  the  rea.son  that  we  would 
shock  the  moral  sentiment  of  other  coun- 
tries? It  i-i  convenient  for  the  North  to  execrate 
our  instiiijiioii,  for  she  finds  her  pr^^fii  in  keep- 
ing ii  at  a  discount.  It  is  convenient  for  England 
lo  execrate  the  institution,  for  «he  regards  it  as 
a  principle  of  strength  to  the  North,  and  as  the 
prop  therefore  of  her  most  impi-rious  rival.  But 
it  is  an  error  to  suppose  that  any  of  these  States 
are  tender  on  the  score  of  human  rights.  Eng- 
land cru.-hes  India— France,  Algeiia — Russia, 
Pru-sia  and  Austria  h.^ve  purtioned  Poland — all 
maicli  to  opportunity;  nt.d  if  forced  to  look  for 
European  morality  in  the  history  of  European 
Suites,  we  will  find  everywhere  an  unequivocal 
assertioti  of  the  one  great  principle  that  s'rengih 
is  virtue,  and  weakness  only  ciime.  Nor  is  it 
true  that  Ejropean  Siatcs  are  hostile  to  the 
spread  of  s'avery  at  the  South.  They  are  hos- 
tile to  this  Union,  perhaps ;  they  see  in  it  a 
threaionii.g  rival  in  every  branch  of  art,  and 
they  see  that  rival  armed  with  one  of  the  most 
poteut  prod'jctive  agents  the  world  has  ever  seen. 
Tney  would  cru-^h  India  and  Alf;eiia  to  make  an 
equal  supply  of  cotton  with  the  North,  and  fail- 
ing in  this,  they  would  crush  slavery  to  bring 
tli«  Norili  lu  a  fooiiug  with  tnem ;  but  lo  aJuver^ 


without  the  North  they  have  no  reongnance. — 

0  I  the  contrary,  if  it  were  to  stainl  out  for  it- 
Sflf,  fiee  fiom  the  control  of  any  oilier  power, 
and  were  to  i.fT/r  to  all  a  fair  and  open  trade  in 
its  Cinnmodities,  it  would  injt  only  nor  he  warred 
upon,  but  ihe  South  would  be  singularly  favored  ; 
crowns  would  bend  before  her;  kingdoms  and 
empires  would  etiter  the  lists  for  her  approval, 
and  quitting  her  free  estate,  it  would  be  in  her 
option  to  become  the  bride  of  the  world,  rather 
than  remain,  a-i  now,  the  miserable  mistress  of 
the  North.  Tl-.e  repugnance  to  Southern  slavery 
therefore,  is  not  due  to  its  nature,  but  to  the  re- 
lations only  in  which,  by  the  accidents  of  its  his- 
tory, it  has  been  placed  ;  ai  d  if  there  b  •  a  meas- 
ure which  will  ie:ich  the  North  that  the  South  is 
to  be  no  longer  the  passive  subject  of  uppres- 
-ion — which  will  teach  the  world  that  the  North 
is  not  the  Union,  and  which,  therefore,  will  not 
only  not  shock  the  world,  but  will  inspire  a  feel- 
ing of  rrspec  ful  consideration — it,  will  be  that 
wh'ch  declares  that  the  South  will  hciiceforth  bo 
.-upieiue  upon  the  questions  which  a£fectberowa 
peculiar  insiiiuiioos.  ' 

Is  it  from  an  unwillingness  in  this  State  to  run 
again  in  advance  ot  piibix  opinion  at  the  S.>uth  ? 

1  know  there  are  those  who  hive  been  panic- 
stiicken  at  the  feaiful  intrepidity  of  t^orae  of 
our  poiiticil  movemenis  ;  but  tliey  mav  be  re- 
lieved of  approhetijion  of  any  evil  fiom  it. — 
South  Caroliort,  has  been  too  far  adva:'ced  for 
placemen  and  pohiiciaDS,  if  we  have  such  char- 
acters among  us.  But  she  has  never  been  too 
far  advaiicod  tor  liberty  and  the  re.-pect  of  other 
Soiithern  States.  She  has  mide  no  call  upon  the 
South  thai  has  not  been  jusiiHt'd  by  ihi' occ;i.=ion  ; 
none  that  the  South,  to  the  best  of  her  ability, 
has  not  ultimiiely  answired;  and  if  there  be  a 
State  in  this  Ui'io::  di.-tiigui.-hed  by  the  respect 
and  confidence  of  other  Slates,  who-e  profes- 
sions are  uii(|uesiioned,  who.se  principles  are  re- 
garded as  auihoriiy,  and  wiiose  dL'icij.itos,  wiietlier 
to  the  National  Legislature  or  to  Conventions  of 
its  own  political  section,  are  received  with  higtx 
consideration,  and  who  are  looked  upon  as  ban- 
ner-bearers in  every  just  and  ho.iorable  cause, 
that  State  is  South  Cirolina.  That  she  is  so  dis- 
tingui  hed,  is  for  the  reason  only  that  her  piii.ci- 
ples  have  always  been  pronounced  ;  that  her  ac- 
tion has  always  been  decided;  that  she  has  al- 
ways been  ready  for  emergencies  without  consid- 
erations of  expediency  ;  and  if  we  would  emu- 
late the  d>  eds  of  those  who  have  gone  be'ore  us. 
and  would  merit  at  d  transmit  their    honors  and 

,  their  virtues,  it  id  now  for  us  lo  follow  their  ei- 

I  ample. 

1  Mr.  Speaker,  It  is  possible  that  there  never 
may  be  a  peaceful  solution  to  the  qnesiions  at 
issue  between  these  flections.     Wiihiu  this  Unioo 

,  there  are  distinct  principles  of  nationality,  and  it 

■  is  possible  that  they  may  never  be  torn  apirt 
wi'houi  the  throes  of  revolution.  It  is  an  ordi- 
nance of  nature,  wise  and  right  as  nature's  ordi- 

j  natices  always  aie,  that  tlie  germs  of  anitnal  life 
caa  pulj  couQ  thtough  hcoiurrhage  and  rupture 
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to  existence.  And  It  tnnj  be  an  ordinince  of 
nature  also,  that  the  gorms  of  society  c»n  only 
come  through  hemorrUge  and  rupture  to  tierei- 
opment.  Ti.e  Realm  vf  Ericain,  pregnant  ol  the 
pnncip  e  that  Equahty  jg  the  right  of  mAn  wa» 
delivered  only  througV,  the  Revolution.  Thi^ 
Union,  pregnant  of  tJ,e  greater  principle,  that 
equality  is  the  right  </f  equilson]y,  mav  need 
another  Revoluiion  to  4..liverance.  Bat  'if  it  be 
possible  to  escape  thai  trial  ;  if  it  be  po'sible  for 
the  South  to  come,  as  fc„e  will  come,  to  the  fuijc- 
tions  of  her  social  na(f,re  without  the  severance 
of  existing  lies,  without  the  rupiure  of  relations 
that  are  siill  fondly  chrri-ihed,  without  imbrcing 
her  bands  in  the  blood  of  kindred,  it  mu«t  be  in 
the  way  that  we  propiwc.  It  must  be  by  g^iving 
play  to  the  elements  of  her  system,  by  permit- 
ting of  the  subject  race  enough  to  meet  her  re- 
quisitions, by  giving  her  thus  a  path  to  political 
power,  and  through  politicnl  power  to  the  secu- 
rity of  her  rights.  But  without  this,  there  is  no 
power  on  earth  to  save  this  Union  ;  and  if  there 
were,  there  would  be  no  conceivable  calamity  so 
dreadful  as  its  preservation. 

If  slavery  stand,  and  it  must  stand — for  it  is 
too  abundint  of  blessings  and  too  prodigal  of 
promise  to  be  given  up — it  mu-t  start  from  its 
repose — it  must  take  the  moral  etrengih  of  an 
aggressive  attitude.  Though  strong,  strong  as  a 
tempest  slumbering,  wiih  latent  energies  of  in- 
fliction and  endurance  to  meet  the  world  in  arms, 
it  is  still  unsafe  unless  those  energies  are  called 
to  action.  The  passive  subject  of  a  foreign  sen- 
timent it  has  been  loo  long  already.  It  was  thus 
that  slavery  fell  in  Duiningo  and  Jamaica. 
It  is  thus  that  it  may  fall  in  Cuba,  and  here,  also, 
for  here  alieady  the  toils  are  thrown  around  it. 
It  is  proscribed  and  reprobated — its  foreign 
eources  of  support  are  cut  away  from  it — the 
reins  of  its  government  are  held  by  other  hands 
thaa    its  own — its  own  property   is  n-ed  to  cor- 

.  rupt  its  own  people.  Men,  diffident  of  its  endu- 
rance, move  away  from  it.     Its  piom  people  are 

,  instructed  to  deplore  it.  Its  women  aud  chil- 
dren are  taught  to  turn  against  it.  lu  friends 
who  speak  for  Us  integrity,  and   who  claim  the 

.  means  lo  its  extension,  are  looked  upon  as  agi- 
tators, and  I  DOW,  who  speak  truly  what  I  be 
lieve  for  its  advancement  and  the  advancement 
of  humanity,  in  which,  under  B.t  fren,  I  believe 
it  to  be  the  most  potent  agent  this  world  has 
ever  seen — am  sure  ihat  scarce  a  woman's  heart  in 
all  this  land  responds  to  what  I  say,  or  that,  from 
the  pious  and  pure,  whom  most  I  would  wish  to 
please,  if  to  please  them  were  consistent  with  my 
duty,  will  rise  one  prayer  for  the  measure  we 
propose.  These  things  being  so,  it  is  time  that 
slavery  should  be  roui>ed  to  a  consciousness  of 
responsibility  for  its  own  preservation  ;  that  it 
should  become  an  act/^r  in  the  drama  of  its  own 
fate  ;  that  it  should  speak  for  itself  upon  this  great 
question.  It  never  yet  has  spoken.  The  world 
speaks  of  slavery,  the  Xorih  speaks  of  slavery, 
we  speak  of  slavery  at  a  thing  apart  from  us,  but 

Blaverj  Qever  jet  has  fr{K>kea,  and  it  ia  time  tbat 


it  should  spexk.  "S^''""  '^  ^^^^>  '^^  ^"^^  utterance 
will  be  •'  Wp  «'•'*  ^^  ''^^ — ^""^^  '°  expand 
according  to  o'.'  "*"  nature— free  of  the  touch 
of  any  ho.-tile  •■•  ''  "P""  us— we  are  right  ia 
that  exi.■^tellCo  «»»"'•'  't  ^^^  pleased  Almighty 
Gjd  to  give  ua,  •'  '^  "^  *^''"  admit  no  declaratioa 
of  a  wrong  in  l*''^  means  to  our  advancement." 
Mr.  Speaker,  **  have  been  elected  here  at  the 
Soutli  lo  a  fpi»f"''y  momentous  trust.  It  is  a 
trust  of  mom""'  '^  have  liberty  and  hopes  at 
stake  with  th<^  l*and  of  power  already  stretched 
to  grasp  them  ^^^  there  is  a  trust  for  time  and 
min  of  even  greater  moment.  It  is  the 
precept  of  hum"''  experience  that  equals  must  be 
equal,  and  ih<»'  politica'  distinctions  must  there- 
fore V  ield  to  that  necessity.  But  it  is  the  pre- 
cept, also,  that  to  power  and  progress  there  must 
be  separate  or'ltrs  in  the  State,  and  to  us,  the 
first  in  human  history,  has  been  committed  a  so- 
ciety combining  these  conditions.  There  has 
been  equality  in  France,  but  despotism  has  been 
a  welcome  r<'fuge  from  its  enormities ;  there 
were  slaves  in  Greece  and  Rome,  but  they  were 
the  natural  equals  of  their  masters,  and  the  rela- 
tion therefore  was  forced  and  transitory  ;  but 
here  there  is  a  perfect  compliance  with  the  re- 
quisition— there  is,  among  equals,  equality  the 
most  perfect,  and  there  are  oiders  that  can  never 
merge  ;  and  in  this  the  Eternal  Ruler  of  the 
world  has  committed  to  us  a  sacred  social  truth, 
which  we  are  under  the  most,  sacred  obligations 
to  transmit  to  other  ages.  To  that  transmis>ioa 
we  are  committed  by  the  highest  sanctions  that 
were  ever  incumbent  upon  any  people.  If  we  do 
transmit  itwe  shall  find  as  our  rewaid  a  career  of 
greatness  and  ol  glory  more  extended  than  was 
ever  opened  lo  the  liopes  of  mnii.  If  we  do  not,  if 
we  bend  in  ihts  execution  of  that  trust  to  the  requi- 
sitions of  another  people  not  so  charged  with  that 
responsibility,  and  so  fail,  we  shall  leave  to  our 
land  and  our  posterity  a  heritage  of  calamity  and 
crime,  the  darkest  that  ever  came  to  any  people. 
Slates  have  been  subjugated,  and  Rome  was 
plundered  by  barbarians,  yet  carnage  ended  with 
resistance;  but  here,  with  subjugation  comes  a 
war  of  races,  band  to  hand,  that  will  not  end 
while  a  remnant  of  the  weaker  race  remains.  In 
view  of  these  considerations,  then — in  view  of 
the  hopes  and  glories  of  success — iu  view  of  the 
crimes  and  calamities  of  failure — in  view  of  the 
blessings  to  be  conferred  upon  oiher  lands  and 
other  ages,  and  of  the  smiles  of  an  approving 
Heaven,  it  is  incumbent  upon  us  to  start  now 
upon  the  performance  of  our  duty,  and  it  is  not 
an  indiscreet  or  an  unbecoming  act  in  that  per- 
formance to  tell  this  government  tbat,  charged 
with  this  momentous  trust,  we  cannot  yield  to 
them  the  office  of  determining  its  conditions— 
that  that,  of  right,  belongs  lo  us,  not  lo  be  affect- 
ed bv  them,  and  tbat  upon  the  rightn  and  obliga- 
tions of  that  ofBce  we  can  uke  no  judgment  but 
our  own.  To  do  this  is  the  object  ot  ihe  resolu- 
tions I  have  had  the  honor  to  prei^ent,  and  I  hope, 
therefore,  tbat  Ibej  wiii  meet  the  approbatiou  of 
the  House. 


